
70 Waltham Avenue 
Guildford 
GU2 9QE 

https://plus.codes/9C3X7C57+5J3 
 

 
 

.  
 

70 Waltham Avenue (1939 to 2006) by Terry Rawkins 4 April 2019                       1/12 

https://plus.codes/9C3X7C57+5J3


I will start this story about my home (1946 to 1969), a year or two before the house was built. 
 

My father (born 1911) was both a professional boxer and a carpenter. In the late 1930’s he was working for 
R.Holford,  builders in Guildford. Back row third from left. 
 

 
The name R. Holford is well known in the Guildford & surrounding areas since 1928, when it's 

founder J.O.R. Holford first went out on his own and set up the company. 
 
I understand that what was to become number 72 was used as a wood store. I am guessing that the Eastern leg 
of the development was the first to be finished. War clouds were gathering and somehow in 1939 Dad made a 
bid for number 70. Part of the deal was that as he was the site carpenter he would do all the woodwork on 
number 70 in his own time. Many thought him silly, who would buy a house in war time. It would be a good 
house however as Dad could pick the best timber from that wood store! 
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War was declared on 3rd of September 1939, my father was up a ladder painting the upstairs windows and 
heard the announcement on the radio. On 9th September he married my mother in Cranbourne church near 
Ascot. How soon they moved in I do not know Dad’s father and the family of three boys and three girls lived in 
Manor Road also in Guildford. Grandad, a widower since 1934, worked for the railway. 
 
Soon Dad applied to join the RAF but was refused as his job as a carpenter was a “Reserved trade”, he found 
himself working as a carpenter at the Vickers Armstrongs aircraft factory in Weybridge, about 15 miles away, 
he worked there until he retired in 1971, but that’s another story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When was the house finished? When 
did they move in? I do not know but in 
1941 he paid £708 18 6 for the house 
and an extra plot of land. Now 
remember please, there is a war on, 
what did he want with an extra piece of 
bramble covered land that used to be 
part of the moat around the Grange ( a 
large house nearby). I think that is 
what the developer thought and was 
happy to get rid of it for £50. 
Notice also the mention of rent. Did 
they pay rent from 1939 to 1941? 
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During those war years things 
were tough, Dad worked at the 
factory in Weybridge he was a 
member of the “Home Guard” 
there and maned the anti aircraft 
guns.  
 
My mother “Made Tanks” at the 
Dennis factory in Guildford yet 
somehow they had time to build 
the air raid shelter half way 
down the garden. There they 
would spend some nights with 
the dog howling as she did not 
like the noise of the sirens. Many 
houses in the avenue had air raid 
shelters.  
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I was born in 1946, my early life was normal for the time, however my bedroom had two foot high fibreboard 
cut outs of the Seven Dwarfs hanging from the picture rail. Which was a bit unusual.  
 
The layout of the house then :- 
 
A small hallway with stairs on the left, on the right a door to the front room next a door to the dining room a 
straight ahead to a small kitchen with an electric cooker to the left and the kitchen sink. To the right a large, 
floor to ceiling cupboard with a serving hatch to the dining room. At the far end the back door to the right of 
which was the solid fuel boiler. 
 
Each of the reception rooms was heated by an open fire. The front room had a three piece suite. The room was, 
traditionally for those days, only used on “High days and holidays” 
 

 
 
The feature of the dining room was a large sideboard (Welsh dresser) which held many of my fathers boxing 
trophies. The room was paneled with dark wood panels from the floor to waist height rather like a “Tudor” 
house. Each of these rooms was carpeted with a carpet “square” leaving an edge around of stained bare boards 
with large splinters which is why I got told off if I did not wear my slippers! 
 
The dining room had french windows to the Greenhouse! Yes it would be called a conservatory today but then 
it was the greenhouse mainly because that’s where plants like tomatoes and grapes were grown. Dad built this 
using a few bricks and some partitions borrowed from the aircraft factory. This is where I spent my first winter 
(1947) in my pram as it was too cold to go out.  
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Upstairs were three bedrooms a bathroom and a separate WC. Each of the large bedrooms had a single bar 
electric heater built into the outside wall. The small bedroom had the linen cupboard with the hot tank heated by 
the boiler below. Some houses in the avenue had different a layout, some had a combined bathroom and WC 
others had only two bedrooms. 
 
Out of the back door and to the left was the single half brick half wood garage with a workshop at the far end 
with woodworking machinery such as a lathe and circular saw. 
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And on to the garden, my first memories of that garden would be of a row of trees across the garden near the 
house, 20 yards of lawn with many fruit trees and then a working vegetable garden from the air raid shelter to 
the end, with chickens, rabbits and cabbages. The front garden was a small triangle of land, with a few rose 
bushes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Air raid shelter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The length of the property was 100 yards from the front gate to the end of the garden and gave my father a 
place to work, to hide and to think. He said that his dad made him like gardening. In my latter years I can look 
back on Sunday mornings moving the chicken house on wooden rollers like the Egyptians moved their rocks for 
the Pyramids I was only eight or so.  
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Later, still at school, I help design and I made the moveable chicken run frames from Dexion and wire netting. 
There was no pressure there just help and encouragement. 
 
Not much changed whilst I was growing up. There was an old footpath from the bottom of the garden to 
Grange Road with I could have used when I was at the school nearby but I never did. Dad spent much of his 
spare time in the garden. 
 
My maternal Grandfather died in 1959 and my Grandmother came to stay with us. She was rather frail and 
spent much of her time in the dining room, she slept in the large back bedroom I was in the small box room. 
 
One evening we were invited to diner at a friends house, they had a flat over a shop in Worplesdon Road with a 
large lounge with a fitted carpet !  
 
“Oh wouldn't it be nice to have a fitted carpet”  
“But our rooms are too small” 
“Well let’s knock the wall down” 
“Won't that need an RSJ” ? 
“No says Dad we will knock the whole wall down top to bottom”. 
 
And so the wardrobe doors were built either side of the wall, the wall upstairs was knocked down and the work 
continued down stairs, this demolition was done in one weekend by Dad, me and a friend of mine. My 
grandmother did not know what we had done. 
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In 1964 I got my first car and there were thoughts about a new garage. It would be wide enough for two cars but 
the driveway by the side of the house was only one car wide. Rollers were installed in the floor. I would drive 
my car in at an angle, the back wheels resting on a board on the rollers. I could then push the car sideways thus 
making space for Dad’s car. 
 
An inspection pit was dug the hole lined with a polythene bag and the sides made of aluminum sheets riveted 
together. The gap between the aluminum and polythene was then filled with concrete. 
 
Gas central heating was installed in 1966 I think. Gosh did I have to put up with open fires and paraffin heaters 
for twenty years ! Open fires yes but burning mainly wood, remember Dad was a carpenter. The floor mounted 
gas boiler was located in the now covered part between the greenhouse and the new garage.  The kitchen could 
now be updated as the solid fuel stove had gone. 
 
I left home in 1969, Dad retired in 1971 and not much happened with the house.  
 
To the left of the garden was the back of the school bike sheds. Originally there was a set of railings some two 
feet from the bike shed wall. The space between the railings and the wall was a “No man’s land” full of weeds 
and bramble. Dad arranged a property transfer with the school swapping that strip of land with the lower part of 
his garden so making the garden of the “School house” larger.  
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In the last years of the twentieth century Mum and Dad were getting too old to cope. The fruit trees had been 
dug out and the chickens long gone, although the chicken house and run were still there. Dad thought the best 
way to reduce the work in the garden, now done by a hired gardener a few hours a week, was to sell the land to 
the school, they wanted it as a car park.  
 

 
 
My wife noticed a surveyor’s peg in the grass and an almighty argument ensued. This resulted in the sale being 
cancelled if I agreed to make it all look a bit better. 
 
Many weekends were spent dismantling the various structures and cutting through some of the jungle of trees, 
grass and bramble. Then handing it over to a grass cutting company who did a better job than me. 
 
My parents now very weak were looked after by a “live in nurse” they were sleeping in single beds downstairs 
the nurse upstairs. I thought that we could just about fit a toilet and wash basin in the part of the greenhouse that 
was to the side of the house but what about the sewer pipe? That’s easy says dad it’s in the side road. Low and 
behold he phoned a friend and the new facilities were installed. 
 
Dad died in 2004 aged 93, the house was sold to a development company in 2006 who demolished number 71 
and a house in Grange road making way for eleven houses in “The Gables”. 
 
The house was later sold with a much reduced garden. 
 

Sadly my mother died in 2006 she was 94.  
Both had had a sometimes hard but happy time in number 70.  
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From number 69 in 2007 
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